Final Exam 

Take Home

History 230
Fall 2005
Please answer one of the two questions from section A as well as the comprehensive question in section B. Each answer should be at least 500 words in length and no more than 1000. All answers should be typed with one inch margins and a font of no larger than 12 point. Keep in mind you should draw on information from both lecture notes and readings in order to provide complete and convincing answers.

A. General questions—answer 1 of 2. 
1. Discuss slavery as an institution in medieval Islamic society. How did it differ from our own concept of involuntary servitude and what implications do you think this may have had for the development of certain Muslim states (e.g. the Mamluks) as well as the interpersonal relationship between slave and master? (Note: You will need to use both the Ayalon and Marmon articles to fully answer this question.)
2. “The evolution of African-Muslim society was a natural process while the construction of the Indo-Muslim culture of the Delhi Sultans was the result of calculated social engineering” refute or support this statement.
B. Comprehensive Question

1. A friend asks you why you’ve been “wasting your time” studying “Arab stuff”? Using examples and themes drawn from through out the course write an essay that carefully explains: 1) why the conflation of Muslim and Arab is a fallacy and; 2) how a better understanding of the classical Muslim past lays a foundation for a better understanding of the contemporary Muslim world. 
Exams are due in Dr. Reese’s History Department mailbox by Noon Tuesday December 6. Late papers will be marked down one full letter grade per day late.

